
TO:   Department and Curriculum Chairs and All Faculty 
 
FROM:  Kevin Guskiewicz, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

   Richard Superfine, Director of BeAM (Be a Maker@Carolina) 
 

RE:   QEP Call for Proposals for Integration of Making into Courses 
 
Date:  March 6, 2017 

 
We are excited to announce a program aimed at encouraging faculty to integrate 
making into the undergraduate curriculum. Making is an iterative learning process 
of tinkering, designing and building. Making is a highly collaborative process that 
turns ideas into objects. 
 
As part of the 2017 Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), competitive funds will enable 
faculty across the College of Arts & Sciences to develop courses that incorporate 
design thinking and hands-on project-based learning through making. Recipients of 
the funds will:  

• Receive orientation and support in the campus’ makerspaces and  
• Participate in a Faculty Learning Community facilitated by the Center for 

Faculty Excellence and BeAM (Be A Maker@Carolina).  
 
We plan to approve at least four makerspace integration courses to be taught next 
academic year (Fall 2017, Spring 2018 or Summer 2018), and anticipate repeating 
this call and expanding our offerings in subsequent years. 
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Timeline 
Monday, April 10, 2017 (by 5pm): Applications due 
Friday, April 21, 2017: Recipients notified 



May 2017: Recipients will participate in orientation and two planning meetings  
Project Ideas  
Making brings hands-on collaborative learning to students and can be envisioned in 
myriad ways. Here are a few examples to spark your creativity for your students’ 
learning: 

• Encourage design thinking through hands-on experimentation and iteration 
• Engage in problem-based learning 
• Design models, tools or prototypes and refine them through the iterative 

design process – ideation, testing, refining and design implementation 
•  Support self-guided learning based on investigation of individual interests 
• Promote collaboration through common experiences and challenges 
• Construct physical models of complex phenomena 

 
Some examples of previous BeAM Makerspace projects are available here: 
http://library.unc.edu/makerspace/projects/ 
 
Makerspace Resources 
These state-of-the-art facilities house woodworking, metal working, electronics and 
digital fabrication equipment along with knowledgeable staff to guide faculty and 
students. A full list of the BeAM resources and facilities may be found at: 
http://beam.unc.edu/  We encourage you to schedule a visit. 
 
Instructor Eligibility 
Full-time faculty members in all academic units are eligible to apply. They must also 
be listed as the instructor of record for the course. Applicants need not have prior 
experience with the makerspace tools. However, instructors must be willing to learn 
and apply new technologies and pedagogies. Applicants must also take 
responsibility for the development and execution of their projects. Instructors may 
apply in pairs for shared projects. 
 
Course Eligibility  
Existing courses taught at least once during the 2017-2018 academic year, including 
summer session courses, are eligible. Small or large classes in any discipline are 
eligible, as are courses falling under categories such as First Year Seminars or 
Honors courses. 
 
Constraints 
The proposed integration should not rely on siting regularly scheduled class 
meetings in the BeAM facilities, due to limited physical space and time constraints in 
the BeAM Makerspaces. Instead, after a class meeting or two in the Murray Hall, 
Hanes Art Center or Kenan Science Library makerspaces with staff, the assignment 
should have students working in small groups outside of class. This should be 
considered an integration of an extended assignment, not a course redesign. 
 

http://library.unc.edu/makerspace/projects/
http://beam.unc.edu/


Awards 
Accepted applicants will receive $5,000 for course development and Faculty 
Learning Community participation. This award of $5,000 may be split between two 
instructors working on a joint proposal; larger awards may be available for 
ambitious projects at the discretion of the committee. BeAM will provide the 
materials for the accepted projects.   
 
Faculty Learning Communities 
Grant recipients will take part in regularly scheduled Faculty Learning Community 
(FLC) meetings. These meetings will allow faculty to share ideas, problems and 
solutions around their integration of making projects into courses. The FLCs will 
meet five to seven times in a calendar year. Recipients will also participate in faculty 
surveys and interviews, and facilitate documentation of student projects and 
minimal student surveys regarding the project’s efficacy.  
 
How to Apply 
 
Step 1: Schedule required consultation 
 
If you’re interested in submitting a proposal, contact technology support specialist 
Matthew Belskie (belskie@unc.edu) to schedule a required consultation regarding 
the proposal. Fine tuning of projects will occur after proposals are accepted.  
 
Step 2: Develop proposal 
Proposals will be reviewed by a committee of faculty and staff members. The 
proposal should include:  
 

1. A signed letter or memo from your department chair endorsing the proposed 
course and the plan to offer it in the 2017-2018 academic year (including 
summer sessions).  

2. A brief narrative of ~ 1,500 words that addresses  
o A description of the course and the integration of making or 

fabrication activities  
o How this course supports the goals of the QEP http://qep.unc.edu. For 

example, how the project teaches across disciplines: If the course is a 
humanities course, do students learn mathematical or scientific 
concepts while making? If the course is in the sciences, do students 
learn design or visual arts concepts? 

o Typical student enrollment: class size, whether it meets General 
Education or academic major requirements, etc. 

o Project’s significance within a course/curriculum  
o Scope/ambition of the proposed redesign  
o Project-based learning rationale and plans for improving student 

learning via the proposed activities. List student learning objectives. 
o How you plan to assess whether these objectives have been met 

mailto:belskie@unc.edu
http://qep.unc.edu/


3. A statement of feasibility (your pre-application consultation will help you 
determine your project’s general feasibility) 

o Feasibility of proposal implementation within the stated timeframe  
o Project sustainability beyond the initial offering 
o Any experience you may have with making or design-thinking that 

will help contribute to the success of this project. Prior experience in 
making is not required. 

4. Signed letter acknowledging the following responsibilities: 
“I will participate in a faculty learning community (FLC) that will meet five to 
seven times in the 2017-2018 academic year to share ideas, problems and 
solutions with colleagues and professional staff related to the integration of 
making in my course. I will participate in assessment activities, including: 
surveys/interviews/focus groups about my experience with the learning 
community; facilitating student surveys about their experience with BeAM; and 
permitting student work to be evaluated by external reviewers. In addition, I am 
willing to share what I have learned with faculty in a future FLC or seminar.” 
 

Proposals must be submitted by 5 p.m.  Friday, April 10, 2017, as a single pdf 
attached to an email to QEP Director Kelly_Hogan@unc.edu.  
 
About BeAM 
BeAM (Be A Maker@Carolina) at Carolina is a network of makerspaces where the 
UNC community can come together in the design and making of physical objects for 
education, research, entrepreneurship and recreation. The spaces foster 
experimentation, invention, creation and exploration through design thinking and 
project-based learning.  
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